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C A R O L L IN , C N N A N C H O R

LIN: W ell, R um sfe ld sa id tha t cap tu ring b in L aden rem ains a p rio rity . F rom P ak istan , R u m sfe ld flew to
A fghan istan tod ay w here he assu red A fg h an p residen t H am id K arza i o f con tinu ed U .S . m ilita ry suppo rt.

W ell, w e pay a lo t o f a tten tion to op in ion po lls here in th is coun try , A m ericans ' o p in ion o f th e p residen t, o f the
w ar, o f p u b lic po licy . B u t tod ay w e have data fro m a po ll taken in m o stly M u slim P ak istan , and the
resu lts a re p re tty in te resting .

F o r exam ple , nearly 1 ,500 adu lts w ere su rv ey ed . A sligh t p lu ra lity has an overa ll favo rab le op in ion o f the
U n ited S ta tes , qu ite a d ifference fro m six m on ths ago . W hen asked if th ey app roved o f bo m bing civ ilian
ta rge ts to defend the ir re lig ion , overw helm ing ly , responden ts d id no t -- aga in , a sizab le sh ift. A nd overa ll
suppo rt o f O sam a b in L aden appears to be on the w ane , a t least in P ak istan . T here are m any facto rs to
rem em ber w h en d igesting these nu m b ers .

H ere to he lp us, K enneth B allen . H e heads the nonpro fit T erro r F ree T o m o rrow , w h ich to o k th e survey .
K enneth , go o d afte rnoon to y o u .

K ENN E T H BAL L EN , PR ESID EN T, TER R O R FR EE T O M O R R O W : G rea t to see y ou , C aro l. T hanks fo r
hav ing m e on .

LIN : In te resting , in te resting su rv ey . W hat do y o u m ake o f it? W hy the im prov ing op in ion o f th e A m erica , the
U n ited S ta tes?

BA L L EN : W ell, C aro l, there 's been a d ram atic sh ift in p u b lic op in ion , ju st as you po in ted ou t, from last
M ay . A nd the reason is A m erican h u m an ita rian assis tance to P ak istan i earthquake vic tim s. 79 percen t o f the
P ak istan i people now say they th ink favo rab ly o f the U n ited S ta tes because o f tha t a id .

LIN: B ut, there w as so m eth ing b igger a t p lay in P ak istan befo re that earthquake h it tha t w as shaping pub lic
op in io n there . U .S . po lic ies , fo r exam ple , in the M id d le E ast and the sense o f occupation in neighbo rin g
A fghan istan . S o how d id the ir fee lings sh ift so easily w hen it ju st co m es to m o ney g iven to earthquake  v ic tim s?

BA L L EN: W ell, tha t's a very good po in t y o u 're m ak ing . It sh ifted because o f the earthquake assis tance an d
on ly because of the earthquake ass is tan ce . It w as A m erican hum an ita rian a id on the g round . T he assis tan ce
w as m ore than ju st m oney , it reached the P ak istan i people d irec tly in need . P ak istan is still oppose U .S .
po lic ies in the w ar on terro r, bu t th ey th ink better o f th e U n ited S ta tes and in tan d em , th ink w o rse o f b in
L aden and terro rism , becau se o f A m erican hu m an ita rian assis tan ce .
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LIN : N ow , w h y the chang ing o p in io n o f b in L aden ?

BA L L EN: T hat is a lso very in te resting . U nfavo rable op in io n o n terro ris t a ttacks w en t up , and aga in st b in
L aden w en t up too , a t the exac t sam e percen tages tha t favo rab le op in ion increased tow ards the U n ited
S ta tes . S o op in ion o f b in L aden and the U n ited S ta tes m ove in tandem . A nd tha t's a very in te resting
pheno m enon , very unex p ec ted . A nd it ju st show s h o w im po rtan t op in io n o f th e U n ited S ta tes is to the w ar
on terro rism . P eop le don 't suppo rt the rad ica ls , don 't suppo rt b in L aden , if th ey suppo rt the U n ited S ta tes . T he
tw o num bers m ove in tandem .

LIN: N ow , h o w do you co nduct a po ll in a coun try w h ere the gov ernm en t on ly con tro ls 5 percen t o f the
te rrito ry? I m ean , m o re th an 90 percen t are these law less, triba l te rrito ries .

BA L L EN: W ell w e w ere ab le to ge t in to every p rovince o f P ak istan and ab le to ask the peop le w hat they
though t. A nd it's a critical pheno m enon to ge t in and really test M uslim op in ion , to know w hat the peop le
rea lly th ink . It's a lso im portan t to rea lize tha t the op in ion o f th e peo p le rea lly m akes a d iffe re n ce in the w ar
on terro r because if they 're no t suppo rtive , it m akes it harder to cap tu re the te rro ris ts -- S ecre ta ry R u m sfe ld  sa id
w e don 't know w hether b in L aden is a live o r no t. B u t un less w e have the suppo rt o f the peop le , it b eco m es very
d ifficu lt fo r th e govern m en t o f P ak istan --o r the U n ited S ta tes -- to b e ab le to cap tu re h im .

LIN: S o w ere y o u in the n o rthw est p rov ince , fron tie r p rov ince , as w ell, w here B in L aden is su spec ted to be
h id in g ?

BA L L EN: Y es. A nd the resu lts there , in te resting ly enoug h , m irro red the rest o f th e coun try . W e d idn 't see
b ig sh ifts be tw een the d ifferen t p rov in ces . T hey 're p re tty m u ch the sam e across P ak istan -- and th is sh ifted
op in io n aw ay from M r. B in L aden . S o le t's hope th is is a good sign .

LIN: Y ou bet. H ow do you know th ey 're te lling the tru th?

BA L L EN : Y ou know , y ou never know th a t in a poll w hether peop le are te lling the tru th . T h e im portan t th ing
is th a t th e da ta in ou r la test po ll can be co m p ared aga in st da ta in the last p o ll, w h ich w as six m on ths ago . S o ,
w e can track the tw o po lls , and co m pare the da ta fro m the sam e k ind o f sam p le size and  m ethodo lo g y tha t w as
used befo re .

LIN: S o , in conclu sion , w hat does th is add up to ? B ecause pub lic op in ion can change .

BA L L EN : A bso lu te ly . C aro l, w e saw in Indonesia , pub lic op in ion sh ift d ram atica lly aw ay from
the rad ica ls , aw ay from the te rro ris ts and tow ards the U n ited S ta tes afte r A m erica gave tsunam i a id . W e 've  seen
the sam e pheno m enon in P ak istan . T he op in ion has sh ifted , it has m oved tow ards the U n ited S tates
w hen w e w ere ab le to ge t in d irec tly on th e g rou n d and help peop le . T h is te lls us som eth ing in te rm s o f w inn ing
th e w ar on terro r. It te lls u s som eth ing b ey o nd ju st ou r m ilita ry o r law en fo rce m en t ac tions. H u m an ita rian
in te rven tion b y the U n ited S ta tes can d irec tly and d ram atica lly w eaken suppo rt fo r te rro ris ts .
If A m erican effo rts a re fo cu sed on positive rebu ild ing and a v ision fo r the fu tu re , the foo t so ld ie rs fo r b in
L aden and rad ica l Is lam w ill desert. T he m essage from P ak istan is tha t Is lam ist ex trem ism can indeed be
effec tive ly defea ted in M uslim h earts an d m inds.

LIN: K en B allen , thank y o u very m u ch . R eally in te resting po ll and ana ly sis .

BA L L EN: T hank y o u , C aro l. I app rec ia te be ing here .
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